
Frequently Asked Questions 
(featuring former 

volunteers) 

Where will we live?  
Caroline: You’ll be living 

together with the Spiritan Community at 

Libermann House. You’ll get your own 

ensuite bedroom with a phone line and 

Internet/Wifi access. There’s a fully fitted 

kitchen (two dishwashers!) and laundry 

room which you’ll share alongside two living 

rooms, one with a dining room where you’ll 

share communal meals on weekday evenings.  

When will we start? Fiona: The idea is that you’ll start the placement in the last week of 

August. Here, you’ll have your induction training, meet everyone in the community, and just get 

a chance to settle into your new home for the year. It’s a great opportunity to get to know the 

people you’ll be living and working with as well as get an idea of what to expect. 

Will we get paid? Sophie: Well, you don’t get a salary, but you’ll get an allowance to cover 

the cost of living. That said, food and bills are provided including accommodation! Your 

allowance is literally just for you—so any personal necessities, outings, shopping sprees, etc.  

What’s work like? Lizzie: Work is what you make of it. You either leave the office feeling 

incredibly satisfied or frustrated that there’s so much left to do, but always know that you’ll get 

it done to the best of your ability and the young people will genuinely appreciate the time and 

effort you put in. Sometimes, the young people just 

need you to be there with them, for them. You can 

plan for everything but still something will crop up 

and potentially go wrong. But that’s okay-it’s 

normal and sometimes when you go off plan you 

have the best days. All in all, don’t sweat the small 

stuff! 

Will we have a social life? Jessica: Yes! Most 

evenings and weekends are free. Technically. 

Sometimes there are events you’ll go to with Just 

Youth or last minute prep work to do, but you’ll get the time back elsewhere. Also, you live so 

close to Manchester, which is great for shopping and pub nights.  

I’m not sure about my faith... Fiona: Is anyone ever 100% sure? That’s the thing 

about faith. With lots of people both inside and outside the community to help you, a gap 



year with us is a good opportunity to figure it out. No-one expects us to 

come with no doubts or questions about your faith. We just ask that 

you come with an open mind to learn, to listen, to engage in discussion, 

and to make space for faith to play a part in your gap year life. 

 

 What about us though as 

young volunteers? What will we get out 

of it? Lizzie: It’s a cliché: you only get what you 

put in, but it’s true. Whatever passion and energy 

you put in, you’ll get the same rewarded back to 

you. You may come out mentally tired but 

spiritually enriched.  

Also, there are youth events catered just for you—

like Reignite. It’s dead good! It is a monthly Mass and social for young people. It’s dead good! 

You meet lots of other young people with whom you can share fellowship, make new friends, 

and have support to discover where you’re meant to be in your spiritual life. 

What else should we know? Jessica: It’s easy to get overwhelmed by all the information 

and anecdotes about the gap year, so the best thing to do is not to worry. There’s plenty of 

people here to talk to you and support you throughout the application process to help you 

decide if this is the placement for you. Ultimately, if you’re prepared to come to Just Youth with 

an open mind, a passion to learn, and the 

determination to step outside your comfort 

zone, then there’s nothing stopping you from 

having an amazing year!  

I knew very little about the placement when I 

applied and I came all the way over from Brazil 

so, as the English saying goes, don’t knock it until 

you try it!  

What next?  

To apply, all you need to do is drop us an email here:  admin@justyouth.co.uk stating 

your interest with your name, contact number, and—if possible—CV. We’ll get back to 

you as soon as we can!  

Please feel free to send us any remaining queries or questions you may have about this 

gap year placement as well. We’d love to chat to you and we can even put you in touch 

with some of our previous volunteers. Hurry though, applications close in early August.  

Good luck! 
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